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Military and Alternative Civilian Service 

 

 National 
military service 

Alternative 
civilian service Age Length of 

service 
Number of 
conscripts 

Members 

 
Austria Yes Yes1 18-

35 6 months 17 000 

 
Belgium No2 Yes    

 
Bulgaria Yes  18-

30 9 months n.a.3 

 
Cyprus Yes  18-

50 26 months 8 700 

 
Czech Republic No     

 
Denmark Yes Yes 18-

30 4 months 5 750 

 
Estonia Yes4  19-

25 8/11 months 1 500 

 
Finland Yes Yes 18-

30  180 days 11 500 

 
France No5 Yes6    

 
Germany Yes Yes 18-

23 9 months 60 000 

 
Greece Yes No 19-

45 12 months 119 000 

 
Hungary No     

 
Ireland No Yes    

 
Italy No Yes    

 
Latvia No7     

 
Lithuania Yes  19-

26 6/12 months 3 740 

 
Luxembourg No8     

 
Malta No     

 
Netherlands Yes9 No    

 
Poland Yes  18-

28 3/9 months 39 000 
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  National 
military service 

Alternative 
civilian 
service 

Age Length of 
service 

Number 
of 

conscripts 

 
Portugal No10     

 
Romania No     

 
Slovakia No     

 
Slovenia No     

 
Spain No No    

 
Sweden Yes  18-45 7.5 months  15 900 

 
United Kingdom No11 Yes12    

 
Associates 

 

 
Albania Yes  19-32  6/12 months n.a. 

 
Croatia Yes Yes13 18-27  6 months 20 000 

 
Iceland No14     

 
Norway Yes Yes 18-44  12 months 11 300 

 
Turkey Yes  20-41  15 months 391 000 

 
Partners 

 

 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Yes No 18-27  4 months 12 600 

 
Moldova Yes Yes 18-27  3 months or  

1 year 5 200 

 
Montenegro n.a.     

 
Russian 
Federation 

Yes  18-27  12/24 months 600 000 

 
Serbia15 Yes  18-35  9 months 39 600 

 
The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia Yes Yes16 18-27  6 months 2 000 

 
Ukraine Yes  18-25 9/12/18 months 250 000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 9 months. 
2 Suspended since 31 December 1992.  
3 Not available. 
4 For conscientious objectors, 16 months. 
5 Since 28 October 1997. Replaced by compulsory defence preparation day. 
6 Voluntary. 
7 Since 1 January 2007.  
8 Since 29 June 1967. 
9 But no call up. 
10 Since 1 July 1999. 
11 Since 1960 
12 Millennium volunteers (aimed at young people aged 16-24). 
13 Eight months. 
14 No army. 
15 Statistics include Montenegro. 
16 For conscientious objectors. 


