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Main results of the Council 

The Council, convened by the High Representative in an extraordinary session, expressed its 

condolences and solidarity to the people of Haiti for the massive loss of life and devastation caused 

by the earthquake on 12 January. It paid tribute to the work of Haitian authorities and relief 

organisations and commended the rapid global response to this crisis.  

The Council welcomed preliminary commitments by the EU and its member states of 122m EUR in 

humanitarian assistance as well as 100 million EUR for non-humanitarian aid, primarily for 

restoring government capabilities. It signalled the EU's willingness to provide further assistance in 

response to emerging needs, including to ensure adequate security on the ground. 

Finally, the Council indicated that it would return to this issue at the next meeting of the Foreign 

Affairs Council on 25 January 2010. 
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PARTICIPANTS 

The meeting was chaired by Catherine Ashton, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy. 

The governments of the Member States and the European Commission were represented as follows: 

Belgium: 

Mr Charles MICHEL Minister for Development Cooperation 

Bulgaria: 

Mr Konstantin DIMITROV Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Czech Republic: 

Ms Helena BAMBASOVÁ Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Denmark: 

Ms Ulla TØRNÆS Minister for Development Assistance 

Germany: 

Mr Werner HOYER Minister of State at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Estonia: 

Mr Raul MÄLK Permanent Representative 

Ireland: 

Mr Peter POWER Minister of State at the Department of Foreign Affairs 
(with special responsibility for Overseas Development) 

Greece: 

Mr Theodoros N. SOTIROPOULOS Permanent Representative 

Spain: 

Mr Miguel Ángel MORATINOS Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 

France: 

Mr Alain JOYANDET Minister of State with responsibility for Cooperation and 
the French-Speaking World, attached to the Minister for 
Foreign and European Affairs 

Italy: 

Mr Vincenzo SCOTTI State Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
Mr Guido BERTOLASO State Secretary, Prime Minister's Office, responsible for 

solving the refuse emergency in the Campania Region 

Cyprus: 

Mr Andreas MAVROYIANNIS Permanent Representative 

Latvia:  

Mr Normunds POPENS Permanent Representative 

Lithuania: 

Mr Rytis MARTIKONIS Permanent Representative 

Luxembourg: 

Ms Marie-Josée JACOBS Minister for the Family and Integration, Minister for Equal 
Opportunities 

Hungary: 

Mr Gábor IVÁN Permanent Representative 

Malta: 

Mr Richard CACHIA-CARUANA Permanent Representative 

Netherlands: 

Mr Bert Gerard KOENDERS Minister for Development Cooperation 

Austria: 

Mr Michael SPINDELEGGER Federal Minister for European and International Affairs 
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Poland: 

Mr Pawel WOJCIECHOWSKI Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Portugal: 

Mr João GOMES CRAVINHO State Secretary for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 

Romania: 

Mr Doru Romulus COSTEA State Secretary for International Affairs, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

Slovenia: 

Mr Igor SENČAR Permanent Representative 

Slovakia: 

Ms Oľga ALGAYEROVÁ State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Finland: 

Mr Paavo VÄYRYNEN Minister for Foreign Trade and Development 

Sweden: 

Mr Gunilla CARLSSON Minister for Development Aid 

United Kingdom: 

Mr Mike FOSTER Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department 
for International Development 

 

Commission: 

Mr Karel de GUCHT Member 
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ITEMS DEBATED 

EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI - Council conclusions 

The Council had an in depth discussion on the situation in Haiti, on emergency relief operations and 
on longer term reconstruction efforts. It adopted the following conclusions: 

1. The European Union expresses its sincere and deepest condolences, sympathy and 
solidarity to the people of Haiti, of other nations and to the staff of international 
organisations, including the UN, for the massive loss of life and devastation caused by 
earthquake on 12 January, adding to the already fragile situation of the country. We share 
the grief of the families of those tens of thousands who have died and express our heartfelt 
sympathies to those who have been injured in this catastrophe.  

2. In view of the proportions of the disaster and as a gesture of its solidarity with the victims 
of the earthquake, the High Representative in close coordination with the Spanish 
Presidency and the European Commission convened this extraordinary session of the 
Foreign Affairs Council (Foreign Affairs/Development and Humanitarian Aid) to 
underline the importance of the need for a rapid, coordinated response based on the 
humanitarian principles and to consider actions required in the course of next weeks and 
months. 

3. The Council welcomes the efforts undertaken by the Haitian authorities and civil society, 
as well as by the UN, the Red Cross movement, other bilateral donors such as the US, the 
OIF and NGOs to bring aid to the people of Haiti, and pays tribute to the work of relief 
organizations and individuals from across the Union. The Council commends the 
Dominican Republic for the role it is playing in this crisis. The EU remains ready to 
provide assistance to the Dominican Republic. 

4. The Council welcomes the global response to this crisis and strongly supports the central 
and overall coordinating role of the United Nations in the international relief effort. 
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5. The Council was briefed on the Union's response to the earthquake and the efforts to save 
lives and alleviate suffering. The Council welcomes the swift response by the European 
Union and by Member States in rapidly providing humanitarian emergency assistance and 
deploying humanitarian and civil protection experts from the Commission and the Member 
States, as well as efforts by Member States in the area of consular cooperation. The first 
priority has been to dispatch urban search and rescue teams, including military and civil 
engineering capabilities, the current focus being to provide emergency health, water and 
sanitation, medical facilities, shelter, logistics, telecommunications and food. The Council 
underlines the need for adequate security on the ground to ensure safe and unhindered 
access of aid deliveries. The EU and its Member States stand ready to provide additional 
assistance on the basis of the ongoing needs assessment, including military and civil assets, 
as appropriate, responding to the UN request. 

6. In this regard, the Council was briefed on the needs identified by the United Nations for 
additional support for transport and delivery of humanitarian aid and for the action of 
MINUSTAH to ensure adequate security on the ground. The Council invites the High 
Representative to identify Member States' contributions to these needs, regarding civilian 
as well as military means, and to present proposals, as appropriate, for the mobilisation of 
these means in a coordinated manner as soon as possible.  

7. The Council also welcomes the European Commission’s preliminary commitment of a 
total of 30 million EUR in humanitarian assistance, and by Member States who have 
preliminarily committed a further 92 million EUR. Following the launch of the UN's Flash 
Appeal for 575 million USD, the EU signalled its willingness to provide further 
humanitarian assistance in response to emerging needs. The Council also welcomes that 
for early non-humanitarian assistance, focusing notably on restoration of government 
capabilities, the preliminary financial contribution from the EU instruments amounts to 
100 million EUR. The Council welcomes the proposal of the Commission to dispatch a 
joint team of EU experts to assess the most pressing needs, notably to support the capacity 
of the Haitian authorities. With regard to possible contributions from the Member States, 
the Council will revert to the issue at its next meeting on 25 January 2010. 

8. The Council calls for, in due course and after post emergency needs have been fully 
assessed, an international conference and in this context it welcomes the launching of a 
coordinated Post Disaster Needs Assessment with the UN and the World Bank. It 
emphasizes that reconstruction efforts must be based on national priorities, take into 
account disaster risk reduction principles, respect the aid effectiveness principles and 
address the necessity of reinforcing Haiti's institutions to enable them to fulfil their basic 
governance functions. 
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9. In this regard, the Council requests that an EU-wide response to the post-emergency 
rehabilitation, recovery and reconstruction for long-term development needs of Haiti be 
submitted as soon as possible, which makes full use of all resources, expertise and funding 
available from EU and Member States, takes into account Member States' contributions to 
multilateral bodies and clearly addresses division of labour among the EU institutions and 
Member States, while fully linking relief to rehabilitation and development (LRRD). This 
response shall integrate EU development partners' contribution and notably the ACP Group 
and CARIFORUM, bearing in mind the possible impact of the current crisis on 
neighbouring countries. The EU response should take into account the wider efforts of the 
International Community in favour of Haiti. The Council takes note that the preliminary 
indications from the Commission on the financial contribution from the EU instruments to 
finance the longer-term response will amount to 200 million EUR. 

10. The greatest possible synergies between all components of the response in the short term 
and in the medium to long term must be ensured.  

11. The Council looks forward to further actions, including on paragraph 10, and will revert to 
these issues at its next meeting on 25 January 2010. 
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